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Introduction

Chris Young’s “The Man I Want to Be” is a heartfelt country ballad that has resonated with listeners since its

release. Whether you’re a seasoned guitarist or a beginner looking to add a new track to your repertoire, learning

the chords for this song can be both rewarding and enjoyable. In this guide, we’ll walk you through the entire

process—from understanding the song’s structure and emotional core to mastering the exact chord shapes and

strumming patterns that bring the piece to life.

Song Overview

Released as part of Chris Young’s 2014 album, “The Man I Want to Be” quickly became a fan favorite. The track

blends traditional country storytelling with modern production, creating a polished yet emotionally raw listening

experience. Its lyrics explore the idea of self-improvement, ambition, and the desire to grow into a better person.

Musically, the song is set in the key of G major, featuring a classic verse–chorus structure that is easy to follow for

guitarists of all skill levels.

Understanding the Song’s Meaning

The lyrics paint a picture of someone reflecting on their past mistakes and expressing a strong desire to evolve into

a more responsible, loving individual. This theme of personal growth is reflected in the chord choices, which shift

from a subdued verse to a soaring chorus, mirroring the emotional journey. By internalizing the song’s message,

you’ll be able to play with feeling, which is crucial when performing a piece that relies heavily on emotional delivery.

Chord Progression Overview

The main chord progression for “The Man I Want to Be” follows a straightforward pattern that is common in

contemporary country music. The song is in the key of G major, and the primary chords used are G, D, Em, C, and

Am. Below is a concise breakdown of the chord sequence for each section of the song:

•  Intro & Verse: G – D – Em – C

•  Pre �Chorus: Am – D – G – Em

•  Chorus: G – D – C – G

•  Bridge: Em – C – G – D

These chords create a loop that is both familiar and emotionally resonant, making the song approachable for

guitarists who want to focus on lyrical delivery.

How to Play the Chords

Below you will find the standard open �chord finger positions for each chord. If you prefer a capo or barre chords, you

can transpose the chords accordingly. The finger placements are written for a standard guitar tuned to E �A �D �G �B �E.

G Major

Index finger: 2nd fret, 5th string (A)



Middle finger: 3rd fret, 6th string (E)

Ring finger: 3rd fret, 1st string (E)

Strum all six strings.

D Major

Index finger: 2nd fret, 3rd string (G)

Middle finger: 2nd fret, 1st string (E)

Ring finger: 3rd fret, 2nd string (B)

Strum from the 4th string down.

Em (E Minor)

Index finger: 2nd fret, 5th string (A)

Strum all six strings.

C Major

Index finger: 1st fret, 2nd string (B)

Middle finger: 2nd fret, 4th string (D)

Ring finger: 3rd fret, 5th string (A)

Strum from the 5th string down.

Am (A Minor)

Index finger: 1st fret, 2nd string (B)

Middle finger: 2nd fret, 4th string (D)

Ring finger: 2nd fret, 3rd string (G)

Strum from the 5th string down.

Capo Placement (Optional)

Many guitarists choose to place a capo on the 2nd fret to match Chris Young’s vocal range. If you do this, the chord

shapes remain the same, but the actual key becomes A major. This can help you match the original recording more

closely.

Strumming Pattern

The strumming pattern for “The Man I Want to Be” is designed to provide a steady, country �inspired rhythm. A

simple yet effective pattern you can use throughout the song is:

1.  Downstroke on the 1st beat

2.  Downstroke on the &amp; of 1

3.  Upstroke on the 2nd beat

4.  Downstroke on the 3rd beat

5.  Downstroke on the &amp; of 3

6.  Upstroke on the 4th beat



Feel free to add subtle variations in the bridge or pre �chorus to keep the arrangement dynamic.

Fingerstyle Option

For those who prefer a fingerpicking approach, here’s a simple pattern that can be applied to the verse chords:

•  Thumb (T) on the 6th string

•  Index (I) on the 4th string

•  Middle (M) on the 3rd string

•  Ring (R) on the 2nd string

Pattern: T – I – M – R – M – I – T – R. This gives a gentle, rhythmic backdrop that complements the introspective

lyrics.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

When learning the chords for “The Man I Want to Be,” beginners often encounter a few pitfalls:

•  Chord Transition Timing: The song’s tempo is moderate, so ensure each chord change is clean and timed 

with the beat.

•  Muted Strings: If you’re using a capo, make sure your fingers are not inadvertently muting adjacent strings.

•  Strum Direction: A consistent down �and �up strum pattern keeps the rhythm tight; avoid stray upstrokes that can 

throw off the groove.

•  Dynamic Range: The song requires subtle dynamic shifts—play softer during verses and louder during 

choruses.

Practice Tips

1.  Slow It Down: Use a metronome to practice chord changes at a slower tempo, then gradually increase speed.

2.  Record Yourself: Listening back helps you catch timing issues and evaluate your emotional delivery.

3.  Section Focus: Break the song into sections—intro, verse, pre �chorus, chorus, bridge—and master each 

before putting them together.

4.  Play With a Backing Track: Many guitar learning platforms offer backing tracks for “The Man I Want to Be.” 

Use them to simulate a full band experience.

5.  Vocal Warm �ups: Since the song is lyrically driven, warm up your voice before performing to match the 

emotional intensity.

Performance Tips

When you’re ready to perform “The Man I Want to Be,” consider the following to elevate your rendition:

•  Set the Mood: Dim lighting and a relaxed stage setup can help convey the song’s introspective tone.

•  Use a Loop Pedal: For solo performances, looping the chord progression allows you to focus on vocal delivery.

•  Add a Harmonica: A subtle harmonica line during the bridge can add texture and authenticity.

•  Engage the Audience: Share the personal meaning behind the lyrics to create a deeper connection.

Chord Variations and Transpositions

While the standard chord set is effective, you can experiment with variations to suit your voice or playing style:

•  Barre Chords: Replace open chords with barre shapes for a more resonant sound.

•  Alternate Fingerings: Try using the E �shape for G (G6) or the A �shape for D (D7) to add color.



•  Key Transposition: If your vocal range is lower, transpose the song down a whole step to F major.

Resources for Further Learning

To deepen your understanding of “The Man I Want to Be” and its chords, consider the following resources:

•  Official chord sheets from reputable music publishing sites.

•  Video tutorials on platforms like YouTube or Skillshare.

•  Sheet music books dedicated to contemporary country hits.

•  Online forums where guitarists discuss chord voicings and performance tips.

Conclusion

Mastering the chords for Chris Young’s “The Man I Want to Be” is a rewarding endeavor that blends technical skill

with emotional expression. By understanding the song’s structure, practicing the chord shapes, and applying

thoughtful performance techniques, you can deliver a rendition that honors the original while showcasing your own

musical personality. Whether you’re playing for friends, performing on stage, or simply enjoying the song on a lazy

afternoon, these chords will open up a new avenue for creative expression on the guitar.
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