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How Do | Check My Demerit Points? A Complete Guide

Every driver carries a hidden score that can influence insurance premiums, license status, and even your daily
freedom. In many countries, this score is known as demerit points, traffic penalty points, or a driver’'s record. If
you've ever wondered how to keep tabs on your points or what happens when you accumulate too many, you've
come to the right place. This article walks you through the entire process—where to look, how to interpret the
results, and what to do if you're at risk of losing your license.

What Are Demerit Points?

Demonstrating safe driving is not only a civic duty; it's also a legal requirement in most jurisdictions. Demerit points
are a quantifiable way to track traffic violations. Each offense—whether it's speeding, running a red light, or
reckless driving—earns a set number of points. The system is designed to:

e Encourage responsible driving habits.

* Provide a transparent record for law enforcement agencies.

e Help insurers assess risk.

e Serve as a basis for penalties, such as license suspension or higher insurance rates.
While the terminology varies by country, the underlying concept remains the same: a cumulative score that reflects
your driving history.

Why Should You Check Your Demerit Points?

Staying informed about your points is essential for several reasons:

1. Legal Consequences: Exceeding the threshold can lead to license suspension or revocation.

2. Insurance Implications: Many insurers use points to determine premiums. A higher score often translates to
higher costs.

3. Peace of Mind: Knowing your status allows you to take corrective action before a problem escalates.

4. Career Impact: For commercial drivers or those who rely on a vehicle for work, a suspended license can
jeopardize employment.

How to Check Your Demerit Points — Country by Country

United Kingdom — DVSA and MyDriver

In the UK, the Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) manages the points system. Here’s how to check your
points:

1. Online via Check your driving licence record:

Enter your licence number, date of birth, and postcode.
2. The portal displays your current points, any pending offenses, and the date points will expire.

« Download the official app on iOS or Android.



Log in with your licence details.
Navigate to the “Points” section to view real time updates.

Call the DVSA helpline at 0300 790 6802.
Follow the automated prompts and provide your licence number.

United States — State DMV Websites

In the U.S., each state runs its own system. The general steps are similar, but you'll need to visit your specific
state’s Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) website.

1. Locate Your State DMV:

Examples: California DMV, Texas Department of Public Safety, New York DMV.
2. Use a search engine with “state name DMV” for quick access.

e Most sites require a username and password.
* Provide your driver’s licence number, date of birth, and a valid email address.

< Navigate to the “Driver Record” or “Traffic Violations” section.
* Your points will be displayed alongside any pending tickets.

e Some states allow you to request a hard copy via mail.
¢ You can also call the customer service line for assistance.

Australia — State RTO Portals
Australia’s states and territories maintain separate Road Transport Office (RTO) systems. Here’s how to check your
points in major regions:

¢ New South Wales (NSW) — Visit the RTA NSW website. Log in with your NSW licence details and view
“Points” under the “My Licence” tab.

* Victoria (VIC) — Use the VicRoads portal. Select “View your licence” and check the points section.

¢ Queensland (QLD) — Access the Queensland government portal and review your points under the “Licence”
area.

» Other states follow a similar pattern—search for “state name RTO points check” to find the right site.

Canada — Provincial Licensing Agencies

Canada’s provinces and territories manage points through their respective licensing agencies. Common steps
include:

1. British Columbia (BC) — Use the BC Online Services portal.

2. Ontario — The Ontario Ministry of Transportation offers an online driver record check.
3. Alberta — Visit the Alberta government portal for driver records.

4. Other provinces: Search “province name driver points” for the correct website.

Alternative Ways to Verify Your Points

While online portals are the most convenient, other methods exist:

¢ In Person Visits: Many DMV or RTO offices allow you to check your points at a service counter.
* Phone Calls: Some agencies offer a toll free number where you can verify points after providing identification.
e Third Party Services:

Companies like CheckMyPoints.com or PointsChecker.net aggregate data from multiple jurisdictions.



e Exercise caution; verify that the service is reputable and complies with privacy laws.

e Many insurers receive points data directly from government databases and may provide a summary to
policyholders.
e Check your insurance portal or contact customer service.

Interpreting Your Demerit Point Record

Once you have access to your points, understanding the implications is key.

1. Point Thresholds:

Most jurisdictions set a limit—commonly 12—20 points—beyond which the license is at risk.
2. Points typically expire after a set period (e.g., 3-5 years).

e Minor infractions (e.g., speeding 5-10 mph over the limit) may carry 1-2 points.
e Major violations (e.g., reckless driving, driving under the influence) can add 4—6 or more points.

Tickets still in process may not yet appear in your online record.
¢ Always keep copies of any citations received.

« If you believe a point was incorrectly assigned, you can file an appeal.
e Check your jurisdiction’s guidelines for filing deadlines and required documentation.

What to Do If Your Points Are High

Accidentally crossing the threshold can be stressful, but several options may help mitigate the impact:

e Attend a Safe Driving Course:

Many states or provinces offer courses that can reduce points or prevent license suspension.
¢ Check with your local DMV or RTO for approved providers.

A traffic attorney can advise on appeals or negotiate reduced penalties.
» Consider representation if you face a license suspension or revocation.

e Some jurisdictions allow you to request a hearing before points are added.
¢ Prepare evidence—such as accident reports or withess statements—to support your case.

 Inform your insurer of your points status; they may offer a “no claims bonus” or a “safe driver” discount.
Alternatively, you might need to switch to a higher risk policy.

How to Avoid Accumulating Demerit Points

Prevention is always better than cure. Here are practical strategies to keep your points low:

1. Observe Speed Limits:

Use in vehicle speed displays or smartphone apps to monitor your speed.
2. Adopt a “speed limit plus 5" rule to stay safely below the limit.

¢ Follow the 3 second rule in normal traffic and extend it in adverse conditions.

< Eliminate distractions—phones, loud music, or eating while driving.
¢ Use hands free devices if you must communicate.



Respect red lights, stop signs, and yield signs.
e Use turn signals well in advance of intersections.

« Anticipate other drivers’ actions and prepare for sudden stops.
¢ Keep your vehicle in good mechanical condition.
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