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How to Make an Upside �Down Question Mark on Mac: A Complete Guide

When writing in Spanish, Galician, Catalan, or any language that uses inverted punctuation, the upside �down 

question mark (¿) is an essential character. Whether you’re drafting an email, composing a document, or posting a 

comment on social media, you’ll quickly discover that Mac users often wonder: how to make an upside �down 

question mark on Mac?This guide will walk you through every method you can use—from built �in keyboard

shortcuts and the Character Viewer to Unicode input, text replacement, and third �party solutions. By the end, you’ll

have a toolbox of techniques that will let you type the inverted question mark with ease, no matter which macOS

version or keyboard layout you’re using.

Why the Upside �Down Question Mark Matters

In Spanish and several other Romance languages, the inverted question mark signals the start of a question. It’s a

crucial part of the language’s orthography, helping readers identify the tone and rhythm of a sentence from the very

first character. Without it, the reader may misinterpret the sentence structure or feel the sentence is incomplete until

the question ends.

In English, we often rely on the context and punctuation at the end of a sentence to understand that something is a

question. In Spanish, the inverted question mark provides a clear cue that the sentence is interrogative, improving

readability and reducing ambiguity. For bilingual writers, students, and professionals who need to produce content

in both English and Spanish, mastering the inverted question mark on macOS is essential.

Method 1 – The Classic Keyboard Shortcut

macOS provides a built �in keyboard shortcut for the inverted question mark. The shortcut works on all Mac models,

regardless of whether you’re using a MacBook, iMac, or Mac mini.

1.  Locate the forward slash (/) key on your keyboard. It’s usually found on the bottom row, to the right of the 

right �hand shift key.

2.  Press Option (#%) + Shift (!ç) + / simultaneously.

3.  Release the keys. The character ¿ should appear where your cursor is positioned.

This shortcut is the fastest way to type the inverted question mark if you already know the key combination. It works

in any application that accepts text input, such as TextEdit, Pages, Microsoft Word, or even web browsers.

Tips for Using the Shortcut

•  Practice makes perfect: If you’re not used to holding three keys at once, practice the combination in a blank 

document until it feels natural.

•  Keyboard Viewer helps: If you’re unsure which key is the forward slash on your keyboard layout, open the 

Keyboard Viewer (see Method 3) to see a visual representation.

•  Use the shortcut in a text replacement: Once you’ve mastered the shortcut, you can create a text replacement 

(see Method 5) that automatically inserts the character when you type a specific trigger, like “?i”.

Method 2 – Using the Character Viewer (Emoji & Symbols)



The Character Viewer is a versatile tool that lets you browse and insert a wide range of symbols, emojis, and

special characters, including the inverted question mark.

1.  Click the input menu icon in the menu bar (it looks like a flag or a character depending on your input source). 

If you don’t see the icon, enable it in System Settings !’ Keyboard !’ Input Sources !’ Show input menu in menu bar.

2.  Select Show Emoji & Symbols from the drop �down menu.

3.  In the search field, type “inverted question” or “¿”. The character should appear in the results.

4.  Double �click the character or drag it to your document to insert it.

The Character Viewer is particularly handy if you need to insert a variety of special characters at once or if you’re

using a keyboard layout that doesn’t have a dedicated key for the inverted question mark.

Keyboard Shortcut for the Character Viewer

You can open the Character Viewer quickly by pressing Control (#�) + Command (#�) + Spacebar. This brings up the

same window, allowing you to search for and insert the inverted question mark without navigating the menu bar.

Method 3 – Using the Unicode Hex Input

macOS includes a Unicode Hex Input keyboard layout that lets you type any Unicode character by holding the

Option key and entering the character’s hexadecimal code. This method is powerful because it works for any

character, not just the inverted question mark.

1.  Open System Settings !’ Keyboard !’ Input Sources.

2.  Click the + button, choose Other from the list, and select Unicode Hex Input. Click Add.

3.  Switch to the Unicode Hex Input layout by clicking the input menu icon in the menu bar and selecting 

Unicode Hex Input.

4.  Hold the Option (#%) key and type 00BF (the hexadecimal code for the inverted question mark).

5.  Release the Option key. The character ¿ appears.

When you’re done, you can switch back to your preferred keyboard layout. This method is especially useful if you

frequently need to insert rare Unicode characters.

Method 4 – Adding a Spanish Input Source

Adding a Spanish keyboard layout to your input sources provides a dedicated key for the inverted question mark 

(usually the Shift + ¿ key). This is convenient if you type in Spanish regularly.

1.  Open System Settings !’ Keyboard !’ Input Sources.

2.  Click +, find Spanish in the list, and click Add.

3.  Switch to the Spanish layout via the input menu icon in the menu bar.

4.  Press Shift + ¿ (or simply ¿ if the layout is configured that way) to insert the inverted question mark.

With the Spanish layout active, you’ll also have access to other Spanish punctuation marks, such as the inverted 

exclamation mark (¡) and accent marks.

Using Keyboard Shortcuts for the Spanish Layout

In the Spanish layout, the inverted question mark is typically located on the Shift + 2key, but this can vary

depending on the specific Spanish variant you select. Check the Keyboard Viewer for the exact key mapping.

Method 5 – Text Replacement (Smart Punctuation)



macOS’s text replacement feature can automatically substitute a short trigger string with the inverted question

mark. This is ideal if you prefer not to remember a keyboard shortcut.

1.  Open System Settings !’ Keyboard !’ Text.
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