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Introduction

When you’re learning a new language, the most memorable phrases are the ones you use every day. Saying

goodnight is a simple yet powerful way to connect with native speakers, show respect, and practice your Japanese

skills. Whether you’re traveling to Japan, studying online, or simply chatting with a friend who speaks the language,

knowing how to say goodnight in Japanese will help you close conversations politely and warmly.

In this guide, we’ll explore the most common goodnight expressions, explain when and how to use each one, and

provide pronunciation tips and practice exercises. By the end, you’ll be able to say goodnight in Japanese with

confidence and cultural awareness.

Understanding Japanese Nighttime Greetings

Japanese communication is highly context �dependent. The level of politeness, the relationship between speakers,

and the setting all influence the choice of words. Goodnight greetings follow this pattern, offering a range of options

from formal to casual.

Common Goodnight Expressions

•  0J0„0Y0•0j0U0D (Oyasuminasai) – The standard, polite phrase used in most situations.

•  0J0„0Y0• (Oyasumi) – A relaxed, everyday version suitable for friends and family.

•  0J0„0Y0•0j0U0D0~0[ (Oyasuminasaimase) – An even more formal form, often heard in customer service or formal announcements.

•  [Ý0‹0m (Neru ne) – Literally “I’m going to bed,” used among close friends.

Contextual Usage

Choosing the right phrase depends on who you’re speaking to and the formality of the situation. Japanese has

multiple speech levels, and mixing them can feel awkward or even disrespectful. Below is a quick reference table:



Relationship Setting Appropriate Goodnight Phrase

Family Evening at home 0J0„0Y0• (Oyasumi)

Close Friends After a night out 0J0„0Y0• (Oyasumi) or [Ý0‹0m (Neru ne)

Colleagues Workplace 0J0„0Y0•0j0U0D (Oyasuminasai)

Strangers / Service Staff Customer service 0J0„0Y0•0j0U0D0~0[ (Oyasuminasaimase)

Step �by �Step Guide: How to Say Goodnight in Japanese

Basic Phrase: 0J0„0Y0•0j0U0D (Oyasuminasai)

This is the most widely used goodnight greeting in Japanese. It’s polite, respectful, and appropriate for almost any

situation. The phrase literally means “I hope you sleep well.”

Casual Version: 0J0„0Y0• (Oyasumi)

Drop the polite “0j0U0D” ending, and you get a more relaxed version. Use this with friends, siblings, or anyone you’re

comfortable with. It feels natural in casual conversations.

Polite Variants and Honorifics

•  0J0„0Y0•0j0U0D0~0[ (Oyasuminasaimase) – Adds “0~0[” to make the phrase even more respectful. Commonly used in formal 

announcements or when addressing a customer.

•  0J0„0Y0•0j0U0D0~0[ (Oyasuminasaimase) – When speaking to a superior or in a very formal context, this extra politeness level is 

appreciated.

Adding Warmth: 0m (Ne) and 0m0H (Nee)

Appending “0m” or “0m0H” can soften the phrase and make it sound more conversational.

•  0J0„0Y0•0m (Oyasumi ne) – “Goodnight, okay?”

•  0J0„0Y0•0m0H (Oyasumi nee) – A playful, slightly informal variation.

Pronunciation Tips and Phonetics

Phonetic Breakdown

Here’s a simple guide to pronouncing each part of the phrase:

1.  0J (O) – Pronounced like the “o” in “or.”

2.  0„ (Ya) – “Ya” as in “yard.”

3.  0Y (Su) – “Su” like in “sushi.”

4.  0• (Mi) – “Mee” but shorter.

5.  0j0U0D (Nasai) – “Na” as in “nah,” “sa” as in “saw,” “i” as in “ee.”

Common Pronunciation Mistakes

•  Forgetting to soften the “s” sound in “su.” It should be light, not harsh.

•  Over �stressing the “na” in “nasai.” The rhythm should be even across the syllables.

•  Dropping the final “i” in “nasai” – this makes the phrase sound incomplete.

When to Use Each Goodnight Phrase



Formal vs Informal Settings

Japanese culture values harmony and respect. Using the wrong level of politeness can feel abrupt or rude. Here

are key guidelines:

•  Formal (business, elders, strangers): Use 0J0„0Y0•0j0U0D0~0[ or 0J0„0Y0•0j0U0D.

•  Informal (friends, peers, siblings): Use 0J0„0Y0• or [Ý0‹0m.

•  Very casual (close friends, online chats): Feel free to add 0m or 0m0H.

With Family, Friends, and Colleagues

When speaking to family members, a gentle tone works best. For friends, you can keep it light. Colleagues,

especially in a professional environment, should be addressed politely, but you can still use a slightly relaxed tone if

you know them well.

Goodnight in Other Contexts: Texting, Social Media, and Emails

Texting Friends

Japanese texts often use abbreviated forms. A common shorthand for goodnight is 0J0„0Y0• (Oyasumi) or even just 0J0„0Y (Oyas).

Adding emoticons or stickers can convey warmth.

Formal Emails

When ending a professional email, you can write: 0J0„0Y0•0j0U0D0~0[0� This signals respect and closes the correspondence politely. 

Follow it with a formal closing phrase like elQw (Keigu).

Related Japanese Phrases for Nighttime Conversations

Nighttime Wishes and Blessings

•  0J0„0Y0•0j0U0D0�0D0DY"0’ (Oyasuminasai, ii yume o) – “Goodnight, have a nice dream.”

•  f�eå0‚˜�_50c0f0O0`0U0D (Ashita mo ganbatte kudasai) – “Do your best tomorrow.”

•  0J0„0Y0•0�0~0_f�eå (Oyasumi, mata ashita) – “Goodnight, see you tomorrow.”

Common Goodnight Idioms

Japanese culture has many idiomatic expressions that convey warmth. For example, f�0LQI0‹Y� (Hoshi ga hikaru yoru)

means “a night when the stars shine,” often used poetically to wish someone a peaceful night.

Common Mistakes Learners Make

Mixing Up Goodnight and Good Morning

English speakers often confuse goodnight with good morning. In Japanese, 0J0o0ˆ0F0T0V0D0~0Y (Ohay�Ò�v÷¦�–Ö�7R• is the morning 

greeting, while 0J0„0Y0•0j0U0D (Oyasuminasai) is for night. Remember the “0„0Y” sound in goodnight.

Using the Wrong Level of Politeness

Using 0J0„0Y0•0j0U0D0~0[ in a casual setting can feel stiff, while using 0J0„0Y0• (Oyasumi)with a superior may seem disrespectful. Matching

the context is key.

Practice Exercises and Flashcards

Practice Sentences

1.  “Goodnight, see you tomorrow.” – 0J0„0Y0•0�0~0_f�eå0�

2.  “I’m going to bed.” – [Ý0‹0m0�



3.  “Goodnight, have a sweet dream.” – 0J0„0Y0•0�0D0DY"0’0�

Flashcard Ideas

Baca Juga (Artikel Terkait)

•  sims 3 trophy guide and roadmap
   URL: http://adifferentsurvivalguide.com/sims-3-trophy-guide-and-roadmap.pdf

•  the elf on the shelf story online
   URL: http://adifferentsurvivalguide.com/the-elf-on-the-shelf-story-online.pdf

•  biological classification pogil
   URL: http://adifferentsurvivalguide.com/biological-classification-pogil.pdf

•  kubota 3 cylinder diesel engine manual
   URL: http://adifferentsurvivalguide.com/kubota-3-cylinder-diesel-engine-manual.pdf
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