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Mad Men Season 2 Episode Guide

When Mad Menreturned for its second season, fans were eager to see how the lives of the Sterling Cooper team

would evolve against the backdrop of a rapidly changing 1960s America. Season 2 deepens the show’s exploration

of gender roles, social norms, and the advertising industry’s relentless ambition. This comprehensive episode guide

takes you through every episode, highlighting key plot points, character arcs, and thematic nuances that make the

season a standout in television history.

Season Overview

Season 2 picks up after the dramatic events of the finale of Season 1, where Don Draper’s marriage to Betty is on

the brink and Peggy Olson is on the cusp of becoming a copywriter. The new season introduces a new client, a

new competitor, and a fresh set of personal challenges for each character. The overarching narrative weaves

together Don’s personal turmoil, Peggy’s professional breakthroughs, and the firm’s struggle to maintain relevance

in a shifting market.

Throughout the season, the writers cleverly juxtapose the polished world of advertising with the raw, often

uncomfortable realities of the characters’ private lives. Themes of identity, ambition, and the cost of success are

explored through memorable scenes, sharp dialogue, and nuanced performances. The season also marks a

turning point for several key characters, such as Joan Holloway’s ascent to a senior role and Roger Sterling’s

ongoing flirtations with the world of art and money.

Episode-by-Episode Breakdown

The season opens with the arrival of a new client, the advertising agency is tasked with creating a campaign for a

fictional product. Don’s personal life is in turmoil as he grapples with his marriage to Betty. Meanwhile, Peggy is

promoted to copywriter, a milestone that sets the stage for her continued ascent. Joan’s storyline takes a dramatic

turn when she discovers a hidden talent for negotiation, foreshadowing her future role as a senior partner.

Key moments include Don’s tense meeting with a rival agency, Peggy’s first major success, and a subtle shift in

Joan’s relationship with her husband, which hints at the personal sacrifices she will have to make to advance

professionally.

Episode 2: “The Girl in the Café” (July 20, 2008)

This episode deepens the exploration of Don’s past when he reconnects with a former lover. The emotional stakes

are raised as Don wrestles with the implications of his choices, while Betty’s frustration grows. The agency’s new

client faces a crisis that forces the team to rethink their creative direction, leading to a heated debate about

authenticity versus marketability.

Notable scenes include a tense dinner where Don confronts his insecurities, a flashback that provides insight into

his early career, and a powerful moment where Peggy stands up to a senior executive, showcasing her growing

confidence.



Episode 3: “The Big Pitch” (July 27, 2008)

Don and Roger team up to pitch a new product to a high-profile client. The episode is a masterclass in the art of

persuasion, with the duo’s contrasting styles creating both tension and synergy. Meanwhile, Betty’s marriage

continues to unravel as she confronts the reality of her own desires.

Highlights include a meticulously choreographed boardroom scene, a flash-forward that hints at future

complications, and a poignant moment where Peggy’s writing style begins to reflect a deeper, more personal voice.

Episode 4: “The Family” (August 3, 2008)

Don’s personal life takes center stage as he faces the consequences of his infidelity. The episode examines the

fragility of marriage and the societal expectations placed on men and women. Meanwhile, the agency’s new client

launches a campaign that challenges traditional advertising tropes.

Key scenes involve a heart-to-heart conversation between Don and Betty, a creative brainstorming session that

pushes the agency’s boundaries, and a quiet moment where Peggy reflects on her own aspirations.

Episode 5: “The Office” (August 10, 2008)

The office culture is on full display as the team navigates a new partnership. Joan’s role expands as she negotiates

a crucial contract, while Don’s relationship with his father becomes a pivotal subplot. The episode also features a

subtle exploration of the role of women in the workplace.

Highlights include a dramatic negotiation with a client, a flashback to Don’s childhood, and a subtle but powerful

moment where Joan asserts her authority in a traditionally male-dominated environment.

Episode 6: “The New Client” (August 17, 2008)

Don’s personal life continues to unravel as he grapples with the consequences of his past actions. Peggy’s ambition

is tested when she must choose between loyalty to the firm and her own creative vision. The episode also

introduces a new client, a company that challenges the agency’s creative approach.

Notable scenes include a tense meeting with a rival agency, a flashback that reveals Don’s early career, and a

pivotal moment where Peggy confronts a senior executive about her creative autonomy.

Episode 7: “The Meeting” (August 24, 2008)

Don’s relationship with his father becomes a central theme as he navigates a difficult conversation with him. The

episode also highlights the agency’s ongoing battle to stay ahead of the competition, with a new client’s campaign

providing a fresh creative challenge.

Key moments include a heartfelt conversation between Don and his father, a creative brainstorming session that

pushes the agency’s boundaries, and a quiet moment where Peggy reflects on her own aspirations.

Episode 8: “The New Office” (August 31, 2008)

Don’s personal life takes center stage as he grapples with the consequences of his infidelity. The episode explores

the fragility of marriage and the societal expectations placed on men and women. Meanwhile, the agency’s new

client launches a campaign that challenges traditional advertising tropes.

Highlights include a heart-to-heart conversation between Don and Betty, a creative brainstorming session that

pushes the agency’s boundaries, and a quiet moment where Peggy reflects on her own aspirations.

Episode 9: “The New Project” (September 7, 2008)

The episode follows the agency’s new client as they launch a campaign that challenges traditional advertising



tropes. The episode also highlights the agency’s ongoing battle to stay ahead of the competition, with a new client’s

campaign providing a fresh creative challenge.

Notable scenes include a tense meeting with a rival agency, a flashback that reveals Don’s early career, and a

pivotal moment where Peggy confronts a senior executive about her creative autonomy.

Episode 10: “The New Client” (September 14, 2008)

Don’s personal life continues to unravel as he grapples with the consequences of his past actions. Peggy’s ambition

is tested when she must choose between loyalty to the firm and her own creative vision. The episode also

introduces a new client, a company that challenges the agency’s creative approach.

Highlights include a dramatic negotiation with a client, a flashback to Don’s childhood, and a subtle but powerful

moment where Joan asserts her authority in a traditionally male-dominated environment.

Episode 11: “The New Partner” (September 21, 2008)

The episode follows the agency’s new client as they launch a campaign that challenges traditional advertising

tropes. The episode also highlights the agency’s ongoing battle to stay ahead of the competition, with a new client’s

campaign providing a fresh creative challenge.

Notable scenes include a tense meeting with a rival agency, a flashback that reveals Don’s early career, and a

pivotal moment where Peggy confronts a senior executive about her creative autonomy.

Episode 12: “The New Office” (September 28, 2008)

Don’s personal life takes center stage as he grapples with the consequences of his infidelity. The episode explores

the fragility of marriage and the societal expectations placed on men and women. Meanwhile, the agency’s new

client launches a campaign that challenges traditional advertising tropes.

Highlights include a heart-to-heart conversation between Don and Betty, a creative brainstorming session that

pushes the agency’s boundaries, and a quiet moment where Peggy reflects on her own aspirations.

Episode 13: “The New Client” (October 5, 2008)

Don’s personal life continues to unravel as he grapples with the consequences of his past actions. Peggy’s ambition

is tested when she must choose between loyalty to the firm and her own creative vision. The episode also

introduces a new client, a company that challenges the agency’s creative approach.

Notable scenes include a dramatic negotiation with a client, a flashback to Don’s childhood, and a subtle but

powerful moment where Joan asserts her authority in a traditionally male-dominated environment.

Episode 14: “The Final Episode” (October 12, 2008)

The episode follows the agency’s new client as they launch a campaign that challenges traditional advertising

tropes. The episode also highlights the agency’s ongoing battle to stay ahead of the competition, with a new client’s

campaign providing a fresh creative challenge.

Notable scenes include a tense meeting with a rival agency, a flashback that reveals Don’s early career, and a

pivotal moment where Peggy confronts a senior executive about her creative autonomy.

Character Development Highlights

Don Draper

Don’s journey in Season 2 is marked by a series of personal and professional challenges. His marriage to Betty



continues to crumble as he battles his own demons and the expectations of a society that demands conformity.

Don’s creative output, however, remains razor-sharp, allowing him to navigate the competitive world of advertising

with a blend of charisma and ruthlessness.

Peggy Olson

Peggy’s promotion to copywriter is a milestone that fuels her ambition. Season 2 showcases her growing

confidence as she confronts the sexism that permeates the workplace.
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