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Math Terms That Start With W: A Comprehensive Guide

Mathematics is a language built from countless symbols, concepts, and terminologies. While many students are 

familiar with the more common terms such as integral, derivative, and matrix, there are numerous less frequently 

discussed words that begin with the letter “W.” These terms span a wide range of mathematical disciplines, from 

algebra and geometry to statistics, probability, and beyond. Whether you’re a seasoned mathematician, a curious 

student, or a teacher looking for fresh content, this article offers an in �depth look at a curated selection of math 

terms that start with w. We’ll explore definitions, provide context, and illustrate how each term fits into the broader

mathematical landscape.

Why Focus on “W” Terms?

Studying terms that share a common initial can reveal surprising patterns and connections. In the case of “W,” you’ll 

find that many terms involve concepts of weighting, weakness (in a functional-analytic sense), or wiener

phenomena from stochastic calculus. By grouping these terms, we can:

•  Understand how different fields use similar linguistic roots.

•  Spot recurring themes such as “weak” versus “strong” conditions.

•  Discover specialized tools like the wiener process in probability theory.

Below, each category is broken into subsections, each containing a list of terms, definitions, and illustrative

examples.

Algebraic and Linear Algebraic Terms

1. Weight and Weighted Operations

In algebra, “weight” often refers to a numerical value assigned to elements of a set to capture additional structure

or importance.

•  Weight Function – A mapping that assigns a non �negative real number to each element of a set, commonly 

used in probability and statistics.

•  Weighted Sum – The sum of elements each multiplied by a corresponding weight.

•  Weighted Average – The ratio of a weighted sum to the sum of the weights, used to compute central 

tendencies when data points have varying significance.

•  Weighted Least Squares – An estimation technique that minimizes the weighted sum of squared residuals, 

giving more influence to observations with smaller variance.

•  Weighted Mean – Another term for weighted average, often used in descriptive statistics.

•  Weighted Median – The median value when data points are assigned weights, ensuring that half the total 

weight lies on either side.

•  Weighted Variance – A measure of dispersion that accounts for weights, calculated as the weighted average 

of squared deviations from the weighted mean.

•  Weighted Standard Deviation – The square root of the weighted variance, offering a scale �adjusted measure 

of spread.



•  Weighted Correlation – A correlation coefficient that incorporates weights, reflecting the strength of 

association between variables when observations differ in importance.

•  Weighted Regression – Regression analysis that assigns different weights to data points, often to correct 

heteroscedasticity.

•  Weighted Euclidean Distance – A distance metric where each coordinate difference is scaled by a weight 

before summation.

•  Weighted L2 Norm – The square root of the weighted sum of squares, a common norm in functional analysis.

•  Weighted L1 Norm – The weighted sum of absolute values, used in sparse optimization.

•  Weighted L"� Norm – The maximum weighted absolute coordinate, useful in worst �case analyses.

2. Weak and Strong Concepts

Functional analysis introduces the idea of “weak” versus “strong” conditions, which appear in many contexts.

•  Weak Convergence – Convergence of sequences in a space relative to all continuous linear functionals, 

weaker than norm convergence.

•  Weak* Convergence – Convergence in the dual space with respect to the weak* topology, often used in 

Banach space theory.

•  Weak Topology – The coarsest topology making all continuous linear functionals continuous.

•  Weak Derivative – A generalization of differentiation where derivatives are defined in an integral sense, 

crucial in Sobolev spaces.

•  Weakly Closed Set – A set that contains all its weak limit points.

•  Weakly Compact Set – A set that is compact in the weak topology.

•  Weakly Continuous Function – A function that preserves weak convergence.

•  Weakly Differentiable Function – Functions with weak derivatives that belong to an appropriate function space.

•  Weakly Measurable Function – Functions measurable with respect to the weak <2���ÆvV' a.

•  Weakly Convergent Sequence – A sequence that converges weakly to a limit.

•  Weakly Open Set – A set that is open in the weak topology.

•  Weakly Compactly Generated Space – A topological vector space where the topology is determined by 

weakly compact sets.
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