
GENERAL

really cool things to draw
Published: September 3, 2026  |  Index ID: #-

Introduction

Every artist, whether a seasoned pro or a doodling beginner, has that moment when inspiration strikes and a fresh 

idea pops into mind. But what if you’re looking for a really cool thing to drawthat will spark your creativity and

keep your sketchbook full? In this guide we’ll explore a wide variety of drawing prompts, ranging from fantastical

creatures to everyday scenes, all designed to push your artistic boundaries and bring joy to your practice. Whether

you’re sketching with pencils, pens, or digital tools, these ideas will help you build confidence, experiment with

style, and ultimately create artwork that feels uniquely yours.

Why Drawing Is a Powerful Creative Outlet

Drawing is more than just a hobby—it’s a form of communication, a mental exercise, and a way to capture the world

in your own visual language. Engaging in regular drawing practice:

•  Improves hand–eye coordination and fine motor skills.

•  Encourages observation and attention to detail.

•  Provides a therapeutic outlet for stress and anxiety.

•  Strengthens visual storytelling abilities.

•  Builds a personal portfolio that showcases your growth over time.

When you challenge yourself with a really cool thing to draw, you’re not only honing technical skills; you’re also

expanding your imagination and learning to translate complex ideas into simple shapes and lines.

Top Categories of Really Cool Things to Draw

Below we break down the world of drawing into eight engaging categories. Each section includes specific prompts,

useful tips, and a quick reference checklist to help you get started.

1. Fantasy Worlds

Fantasy drawing invites you to design realms beyond reality. Think enchanted forests, floating castles, or mythical

beasts that defy physics. These prompts are perfect for those who love to blend imagination with architectural or

organic forms.

1.  Sketch a dragon perched on a cliffside, wings unfurled against a sunset.

2.  Draw a crystal cave illuminated by bioluminescent plants.

3.  Illustrate a city that floats in the clouds, with bridges made of light.

4.  Create a portal that opens to another dimension—what does the other side look like?

5.  Design a wizard’s tower that spirals around a massive tree.

Tips:

•  Use reference images of real animals to give your creatures a believable anatomy.

•  Play with scale—make the environment larger or smaller than the creature for dramatic effect.

•  Experiment with color gradients to hint at otherworldly light sources.



2. Sci �Fi and Futuristic Themes

From sleek spacecraft to cyberpunk cityscapes, sci �fi drawings capture humanity’s hopes and fears about the future.

They’re ideal for exploring advanced technology, robotics, and speculative architecture.

1.  Illustrate a hovering car navigating through neon-lit streets.

2.  Draw a robot with a human face, reflecting a blend of emotion and circuitry.

3.  Sketch a space colony on Mars, complete with domes and solar panels.

4.  Create a cybernetic organism that merges biology with metal.

5.  Design an underground laboratory where scientists experiment with quantum physics.

Tips:

•  Use geometric shapes to convey a sense of precision and order.

•  Incorporate reflective surfaces to simulate metallic or glassy textures.

•  Play with lighting—use stark contrasts to highlight futuristic elements.

3. Animals and Wildlife

Animals are a timeless source of inspiration. Whether you’re drawn to realistic portraits or stylized creatures, this

category offers endless opportunities to practice anatomy, texture, and movement.

1.  Draw a majestic elephant in a jungle setting.

2.  Sketch a flock of birds mid �flight, capturing the flow of their wings.

3.  Illustrate a sea turtle gliding through coral reefs.

4.  Create a hybrid animal, like a lion with peacock feathers.

5.  Draw a close �up of a cat’s eye, focusing on the irises and fur details.

Tips:

•  Study reference photos to understand muscle structure and fur patterns.

•  Use light and shadow to give depth to the animal’s body.

•  Pay attention to the eyes—this is often the most expressive part of a drawing.

4. Portraits and Human Features

Portrait drawing is a powerful way to capture personality and emotion. From realistic likenesses to stylized

caricatures, this category helps you master facial anatomy and expression.

1.  Sketch a portrait of an elderly person, emphasizing the lines of experience.

2.  Draw a child’s face in a playful pose, capturing innocence.

3.  Illustrate a group of friends laughing together.

4.  Create a stylized caricature of a famous personality.

5.  Sketch a self �portrait using a mirror or a photo reference.

Tips:

•  Use the “grid method” to maintain proportions accurately.

•  Focus on the eyes, mouth, and eyebrows to convey emotion.

•  Practice shading techniques to add realism or stylized depth.

5. Urban and Architectural Scenes

Urban drawing offers a chance to capture the rhythm of city life, from bustling streets to quiet alleyways.

Architecture provides a structured framework to practice perspective, scale, and detail.

1.  Sketch a busy street corner with pedestrians and vehicles.



2.  Draw a historic building, paying attention to ornate details.

3.  Illustrate a modern skyscraper with reflective glass.

4.  Create a night scene with streetlights and neon signs.

5.  Draw an abandoned warehouse, exploring textures like rust and peeling paint.

Tips:

•  Master one �point and two �point perspective for realistic depth.

•  Use a ruler for clean lines when drawing buildings.

•  Incorporate environmental details—smoke, reflections, shadows—to add realism.

6. Abstract Concepts and Surrealism

Abstract and surreal drawings allow you to break free from reality and explore symbolic or dreamlike imagery.

They’re great for experimenting with composition, color, and unconventional forms.

1.  Sketch a floating clock melting over a barren landscape.

2.  Draw an ocean made of swirling colors, with waves of light.

3.  Illustrate a mind map that turns into a tree of ideas.

4.  Create a composition where everyday objects merge into one another.

5.  Sketch a portal that opens into a swirling galaxy.

Tips:

•  Use loose, flowing lines to convey fluidity.

•  Play with unexpected color combinations.

•  Layer shapes to create a sense of depth without strict perspective.

7. Seasonal and Holiday Themes

Seasonal prompts keep your art relevant and timely. From the warm glow of autumn leaves to the sparkling lights of

Christmas, these ideas help you capture the mood of each season.

1.  Draw a snowy landscape with children building a snowman.

2.  Illustrate a pumpkin patch during harvest time.

3.  Sketch a beach scene with sun, surf, and palm trees.

4.  Create a Halloween night with a haunted house and spooky creatures.

5.  Draw a spring garden bursting with flowers and butterflies.

Tips:

•  Use warm or cool color palettes to match the season’s atmosphere.

•  Incorporate seasonal textures—crackling snow, rustling leaves, flowing water.

•  Use light direction to emphasize the time of day or weather.

8. Cultural Icons and Historical Figures

Drawing cultural icons or historical figures lets you pay tribute to people, events, or traditions that shaped the world.

This category encourages research, respect, and artistic interpretation.

1.  Sketch a famous monument, like the Eiffel Tower or the Great Wall of China.

2.  Illustrate a traditional dancer from your heritage.

3.  Draw a portrait of a historical leader in a stylized manner.

4.  Create a collage of cultural symbols from different continents.

5.  Sketch a traditional garment, capturing its fabric and patterns.



Tips:

•  Research accurate details to honor the subject’s authenticity.

•  Use symbolism to convey deeper meaning.

•  Experiment with mixed media—combine ink, watercolor, or digital layers.

How to Choose the Right Prompt for You

With so many options, it can be overwhelming to decide where to start. Consider the following factors to help you

select a prompt that aligns with your goals:

•  Skill Level: If you’re a beginner, start with simpler subjects like fruit or basic shapes. Advanced artists can 

tackle complex scenes or detailed portraits.

•  Material: Pencil, pen, charcoal, watercolor, or digital—different media suit different prompts.

•  Purpose: Are you drawing for relaxation, portfolio building, or a specific project? Align your choice accordingly.

•  Time Commitment: Quick sketches can be done in a few minutes, while large-scale pieces may take days.

Tips for Making the Most of Your Drawing Sessions

Regardless of the prompt, these universal tips will help you maximize creativity and productivity:

1.  Warm Up: Start with quick gesture drawings to loosen your hand.

2.  Set a Theme: Decide on color schemes or lighting before you begin.

3.  Use Reference: Gather photos or sketches to guide your composition.

4.  Iterate: Don’t be afraid to redo or refine sections.

5.  Document Progress: Take photos or notes to track your development.

6.  Reflect: After finishing, analyze what worked and what could improve.

Conclusion

Finding a really cool thing to drawis less about chasing the perfect idea and more about embracing the journey

of creation. Whether you’re drawn to fantastical landscapes, sleek sci �fi designs, or the subtle nuances of
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