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Strega Nona Play Script: A Timeless Italian Folktale for the Modern Stage

Strega Nona, the beloved Italian folk heroine, has enchanted audiences for generations with her mischievous 

magic and heartwarming wisdom. While the story is often told as a simple tale about a wise old woman who can fix 

any household problem with a handful of herbs, the depth of her character offers a rich canvas for playwrights and 

directors alike. This article explores the strega nona play scriptin detail, offering a comprehensive guide to

adapting, staging, and performing this classic narrative for contemporary audiences.

1. The Origins of Strega Nona

Strega Nona, literally “Grandma Witch” in Italian, is a figure rooted in the rural folklore of the Abruzzo region.

According to legend, she was a gentle, elderly woman who possessed a magical cooking pot that could feed an

entire village with a single ladle of stew. Her kindness and cleverness earned her the respect and affection of

everyone who crossed her path. Over time, the story evolved into a cultural touchstone that reflects the values of

community, humility, and the power of knowledge.

When adapting this tale for the stage, it’s essential to preserve the core themes while allowing room for creative 

interpretation. The strega nona play scriptcan range from a light-hearted family-friendly production to a more

nuanced exploration of aging, tradition, and the intersection of myth and reality.

2. Core Elements of the Strega Nona Play Script

2.1 Plot Overview

The central narrative follows a young apprentice named Paolo, who inadvertently breaks Strega Nona’s prized

cooking pot. In an attempt to mend the damage, Paolo’s mother, a skilled herbalist, offers a remedy that backfires,

creating a series of comedic mishaps. The resolution sees the village learning to respect the old woman’s wisdom,

and Strega Nona’s pot is restored, symbolizing the restoration of harmony.

2.2 Characters

•  Strega Nona – The wise, gentle witch with a magical pot.

•  Paolo – A curious, somewhat clumsy youth who learns a valuable lesson.

•  Paolo’s Mother – A practical herbalist who provides an alternative solution.

•  The Villagers – A colorful ensemble representing the community.

•  Supporting Roles – Including the mayor, a skeptical farmer, and various children.

2.3 Themes and Symbolism

The strega nona play script delves into several enduring themes:

•  Tradition vs. Innovation – The clash between age-old practices and modern solutions.

•  Community and Cooperation – Highlighting how collective effort resolves problems.

•  Respect for Elders – Emphasizing the value of listening to seasoned voices.

•  Humor in Adversity – Using comedic mishaps to lighten serious messages.



3. Stage Directions and Performance Tips

3.1 Setting the Scene

Use a minimalist set design to evoke an Italian countryside village. A single wooden table with a pot, a backdrop of

rolling hills, and a few props such as jars of herbs and a basket of bread are sufficient to create the atmosphere.

3.2 Lighting and Sound

•  Soft, warm lighting for scenes in Strega Nona’s kitchen.

•  Bright, vibrant hues during the village’s bustling market scenes.

•  Traditional Italian instrumental music (e.g., accordion, mandolin) to enhance authenticity.

3.3 Costume Design

Strega Nona’s costume should be earthy, with a wide-brimmed hat and a patchwork apron. Paolo’s attire can be

simple, reflecting his youth and innocence. Villagers’ outfits should reflect various professions—farmers, bakers,

and merchants—adding color and texture to the stage.

3.4 Acting Advice

•  Emphasize the physical comedy of the pot mishap—use exaggerated gestures for a humorous effect.

•  Maintain a gentle, wise tone for Strega Nona’s dialogue.

•  Encourage actors to engage with the audience, breaking the fourth wall occasionally to involve them in the 

story’s moral lessons.

4. Adapting the Script for Different Audiences

4.1 Family-Friendly Version

Focus on the comedic aspects and keep the language simple. Remove any subtle references to witchcraft that may

be misunderstood by younger viewers. Emphasize the moral of respecting elders and working together.

4.2 Educational Adaptation

Incorporate interactive segments where the audience can suggest solutions to Paolo’s dilemma. Use the play as a

teaching tool for cultural heritage, cooking, and herbal medicine.

4.3 Modernized Setting

Reimagine the village as a contemporary small town, preserving the core narrative but updating dialogues to reflect

current societal issues. This approach can resonate with adult audiences by drawing parallels between tradition

and modern life.

5. Production Resources

5.1 Script Licensing

Secure the rights from the original author or publisher if the script is not in the public domain. Many modern

adaptations are available through theater licensing agencies.

5.2 Props and Set Pieces

•  Authentic Italian cooking pots (or replicas).

•  Herbal jars with realistic labels.

•  Wooden crates, baskets, and market stalls.

5.3 Soundtrack and Foley



Curate a collection of traditional Italian folk music and simple sound effects—pot clanging, market chatter—to

enhance immersion.

6. Casting Suggestions

When selecting actors, consider the following:

•  Strega Nona – A seasoned performer capable of blending humor with gravitas.

•  Paolo – A young actor with strong comedic timing.

•  Paolo’s Mother – An actress with a warm presence and a knack for subtle humor.

•  Villagers – A diverse ensemble to reflect the community’s variety.

7. Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

•  Overemphasis on Magic – Remember that the heart of the story lies in human relationships, not supernatural 

spectacle.

•  Underdeveloped Villagers – Give each side character a distinct voice to avoid a flat ensemble.

•  Neglecting Cultural Accuracy – Consult cultural advisors or research Italian folklore to ensure respectful 

representation.

•  Forgetting the Moral – Keep the lesson clear and consistent throughout the performance.

8. Conclusion

The strega nona play scriptoffers a timeless narrative that can be adapted to suit a wide range of audiences—

from children to scholars. By focusing on the story’s core themes of community, respect, and the wisdom of

tradition, directors can craft a production that resonates deeply while providing entertainment and cultural insight.

Whether you’re staging a family-friendly rendition or a thought-provoking modern adaptation, the tale of Strega

Nona remains a powerful reminder of the enduring magic found in everyday kindness and collective effort.
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