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Unlocking the Depths of the New Testament: A Deep Dive into the Wiersbe
Bible Commentary

When it comes to studying the New Testament, the right commentary can illuminate passages, reveal hidden layers
of meaning, and transform a routine reading into a profound encounter with Scripture. Among the many resources
available to scholars, pastors, and everyday believers, the Wiersbe Bible Commentary New Testament stands

out for its blend of scholarly rigor, pastoral sensitivity, and accessible prose. This article explores what makes the
Wiersbe commentary a valuable companion for New Testament study, how it compares to other leading
commentaries, and practical ways to incorporate it into your personal or group Bible study.

Who Is John Wiershe?

John Wiershe (1925 2015) was a prolific American pastor, author, and educator who spent more than 50 years
shepherding congregations and shaping the theological minds of countless students. His ministry spanned the
United States, Canada, and the United Kingdom, and he served as president of the Evangelical Theological
Society and the American Academy of Religion. Wiersbe’s writings—ranging from “The Greatness of God” to “The
Life of the Church"—reflect a deep commitment to biblical exegesis and a desire to make Scripture accessible to all.

His commentaries are known for their clear, conversational tone and their focus on the practical implications of
biblical texts. While he wrote on both the Old and New Testaments, his work on the New Testament is especially
celebrated for its balance between academic depth and pastoral relevance.

What Is the Wiersbe Bible Commentary New Testament?

The Wiersbe Bible Commentary New Testament is a comprehensive, verse-by-verse commentary that covers the
entire New Testament canon. Published in the 1990s and 2000s by B&H Publishing Group, the commentary is
organized by book, chapter, and verse, providing a systematic approach to study. Each entry includes:

« Historical and Cultural Context: Insight into the original audience and setting.

¢ Textual Analysis: Examination of Greek terms, textual variants, and translation nuances.

¢ Theological Reflection: Exploration of key doctrines and theological themes.

e Application: Practical takeaways for contemporary believers.
Unlike dense academic commentaries, Wiersbe's writing style is approachable, making it ideal for small group
leaders, Sunday school teachers, and home study groups.

Key Features That Set It Apart

1.Verse by Verse Structure

By breaking down each verse, the commentary allows readers to engage with Scripture at a granular level. This
structure is particularly useful for:

¢ Teaching sessions where a specific passage needs to be unpacked.
* Personal devotions that focus on a single verse.



* Examination of textual variations between translations.

2. Integration of Historical Context

Wiersbe provides rich background information—geography, customs, political climate—helping readers understand
the original audience’s worldview. For instance, in his discussion of the Book of Acts, he explains the significance of
the “Acts of the Apostles” title in the context of early Christian literature.

3. Clear Theological Commentary

While the commentary is not a systematic theology treatise, it consistently addresses core New Testament
doctrines such as:

e Christology (the nature and work of Christ)
e Soteriology (the doctrine of salvation)

e Ecclesiology (the nature of the church)

¢ Eschatology (the study of last things)

Wiersbe’s theological insights are grounded in Scripture, yet he avoids theological jargon, making the material
accessible to non theologians.

4. Practical Application

One of the most appreciated aspects of the Wiersbe commentary is its emphasis on living out biblical truths. Each
entry concludes with a brief “Application” section, offering readers tangible ways to apply the text in daily life—
whether it's cultivating humility, fostering community, or practicing stewardship.

5. Use of Footnotes and Cross References
Wiersbe's footnotes guide readers to related passages, original Greek words, and scholarly debates. This feature

encourages deeper exploration without overwhelming the reader. Cross references connect themes across books,
illustrating the continuity of Scripture.

How the Wiersbe Commentary Compares to Other New Testament
Resources

When selecting a commentary, you'll encounter a spectrum ranging from highly technical academic works to
user friendly devotional guides. Below is a quick comparison of the Wiersbe commentary with two popular
alternatives: the New International Commentary on the New Testament (NICNT) and the ESV Study Bible
Commentary.



Feature

Target Audience

Depth of Exegesis

Use of Original Language

Application Focus

Price Point

While the NICNT offers deeper linguistic analysis, the Wiersbe commentary strikes a middle ground that is
especially beneficial for those who want scholarly insight without the heavy technical load. Its application focus also

Wiershe Commentary

Pastors, teachers,
laypeople

Moderate, balanced

Basic explanations

Strong, practical

Mid range

sets it apart from purely academic works.

Using the Wiersbe Bible Commentary in Personal Study

1. Start with a Clear Study Plan

Before diving into the commentary, decide on a reading schedule. Whether you plan to cover the entire New

NICNT

Academics, seminary
students

High, technical

Extensive Greek/Aramaic
analysis

Limited, theological

High

ESV Study Bible
Commentary

General Bible users,
church groups

Moderate, accessible

Basic explanations

Strong, practical

Mid range

Testament in a year or focus on specific books, having a roadmap helps maintain momentum.

2. Read the Passage First

Begin by reading the passage in your preferred translation. Take notes on initial impressions, questions, and key

phrases that stand out.

3. Consult the Commentary

Refer to the Wiersbe commentary for each verse. Pay attention to:

 Historical context notes that clarify cultural references.

¢ Greek word explanations that reveal nuances.
» Theological insights that connect the passage to broader doctrines.
e Application suggestions that help translate Scripture into action.

4. Reflect and Journal

After reviewing the commentary, spend time reflecting on how the passage speaks to your life. Write down insights,

prayer points, and any actions you intend to take.

5. Share with Others

Use the commentary’s clear explanations to lead a small group discussion. The practical application section can

serve as a starting point for group prayers or service projects.

Integrating the Commentary into Group Bible Study

1. Assign Verse by Verse Roles

Assign each group member a specific verse or set of verses to study. They can bring Wiersbe’'s commentary



insights to the group, fostering a collaborative learning environment.

2. Use the Cross Reference Tool

Encourage members to explore cross references highlighted in the commentary. This practice helps participants
see the thematic continuity across the New Testament.

3. Focus on Application

After discussing the exegesis, use the commentary’s application section to brainstorm how the passage can
influence the group’s mission, outreach, or discipleship programs.

4. Incorporate Prayer

End each study session with a prayer that reflects on the insights gained and seeks God’s guidance in applying the
truths.

Practical Tips for Maximizing the Commentary’s Value

1. Keep a Reference Guide Handy

Print out the commentary’s glossary or keep a digital copy on your device for quick access during study sessions.

2. Use Highlighting Strategically

Highlight key Greek terms, theological points, and application suggestions. This visual cue helps reinforce learning.

3. Combine with Other Resources

Use the Wiersbe commentary alongside other tools such as the New International Version (NIV) for translation
comparison, Blue Letter Bible for Greek word studies, and The Bible Project videos for visual reinforcement.

4. Leverage Digital Platforms

If you prefer digital study, consider the commentary’s PDF version or online platforms that allow annotation and
note taking.

Common Questions About the Wiersbe Bible Commentary New Testament

Q1: Is the commentary suitable for beginners?

Yes. The writing style is clear and the commentary focuses on practical application, making it accessible to those
new to biblical study.

Q2: Does it include extensive Greek word analysis?

The commentary offers essential Greek term explanations but does not provide exhaustive linguistic analysis. For
deeper study, supplement it with a Greek lexicon.

Q3: Can it be used for sermon preparation?

Absolutely. The commentary’s balanced approach provides both exegetical depth and practical application, ideal for
sermon writers seeking a solid theological foundation.

Q4: Are there any companion study guides?

While the Wiersbe commentary stands alone, many churches and Bible study groups create custom handouts or
discussion guides based on its insights.

Conclusion



The Wiersbe Bible Commentary New Testamentoffers a unique blend of scholarly insight, historical context, and
practical application. Whether you're a seasoned pastor, a devoted Bible student, or a curious layperson, this
resource can deepen your understanding of Scripture and equip you to live out its truths. By integrating its
verse by verse entries into your personal or group study routine, you'll find that the New Testament becomes not just
a text to read, but a living, breathing guide for faith and action.
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